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“OSCEQLA"—(THE RISING SUN )

His features are clothed with a warrior’s pride,
d he moves with a monarch’s tread.

He smiles with joy, as the flash of steel

Through the Everglades grass is seen,

novalist, and to the Jover of romance a most

attractive subject, and scarcely any limit has
been placed to the virtues attributed, or the exploits
imagined in connection with this renowned Chief of
the Seminoles.

His Indian name is derived from a root which
means “The Rising Sun.”

Osceolu is recognized by historians as Florida’s
most distinguished historieal character, for there
is not another within its borders who is known from
ocean to ceean, and whose generalship in warfare
has the admiration of the civilized world. A more
regal soldier, with magnetic personality—royal in
its wild uncivilized way—has never been given to
the world. His father was a white trader among
the Creeks of Southern Georgia, who had met and
won a beautiful Seminole maiden, whom he aban.
doned when their son, Osceola, was only four years
old. It was in the year 1808, that the forsaken wife,
Chekika, still young and attractive, erossed the bor.
der line hetween Georgia and Florida, and sought
a home with the warlike Seminoles of the more
Southern country.

Whether or not the mother of young Osceola in-
stilled into his mind a desire for revenge no one can
tell, but she surely ‘'made him an instrument of ven.
geance in requital of the wrongs heaped upon her
people by the white men.

She trained him, first of all, to be a warrior; she
taught him all the warlike traditions of the Creeks
and Seminoles; and having in his veins the blood of
two superior races—the white and the red—he was
far above the average Indian in infelligence and
arose rapidly to rank and power. He possessed the
Indian ersft and cunning, as well as the superior
sagacity of the pale face. :He spoke English, the
language of his father, and also Creek or Seminole,
that of his mother, so he was well eguipped for mest-
ing their foes in conference and, being eloquent by
nature, was the chosen spokesman on all occasions.
Although knowr only as a sub.chief, Osceola’s nota.
ble attainments and his natural dominant qualities

OSCEOLA has furnished to the poet, to the

forced recognition from all his people as the actual

leader of the Seminoles, Tt ¢
The King of the Seminoles, hy right of inheri.
tance, was Micanopy, who was present at the confer.
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ence of the white commissioners and the red en at
Fort King, and who, though he had assented-nt}o the
emigration treaty, was swiftly turned by Osceola's
gmll_nnd dq.rmg, Wwhich turned the tide of events in
Seminole history. For Osceola, erect, defiant; and
g;nrmg at his 1ves whom he cunningly -outwitted,
pierced the rejected treaty with his k i
knife, when he said, on approaching the Gouneil
table: “Rether than act the coward by signing away
the Seminole’s inheritance, and taking my people
into a strange fand, T will fight 'til the last drop of
blood moistens the dust of the Seminoles’ hunting
grounds. The land is ours, and this is the way [ wil
sign all such treaties.” The Treaty, still preserved in
the Archives at Washington plainly shows them
%ﬂ; tgro;:l.'ﬂi f.h:;e leaves,h made by Osceola’s dagger,
"he desk also showing { e d: r mark, a

the ink spilled by him.g iz e
_ Osceola possessed strong personal magnetism, and
i= said to have swayed his followers with a mere
g-lance_a, while his shout of command produced ap
electric effect on aj] who heard it.

The key to his hutred of the whites is reported
to huve been the seizure of a much loved wifgo who
was ta@:en from him by slave-traders on the score
of having been the daughter of a runaway slave
1l-mﬂ.‘man. who later married an Indian chief, hey
ather,

. e was thirty years old when he came into prom-
inence by attending the meeting of the cln'efspwith
(Genera] Thompson,

On the 28th of December, 1835, Osceola suddenly
appeared at Fort King and killed General Thompson
and his secretary while taking their morning walk,
and the zame day Major Dade was surrounded by
Indians in a swamp ¥

yearly to this sEot, Dade Memo.
3 ,» Where Major Dade
and 108 Amencans._ his entire command, were mas.
sacred Dby the Seminoles, Eighty acres, embracing
: f the massacre was purchased by the
‘I:éot!ﬁgia Lﬁ-g}i(sla?tret ]t10 pi‘ovide for the establishment
iIspark. A/ € place where the soldi i
their last stand therephas been i s replies o
the,breastwar_ks, the logs made of ccnerete. A mon.
ument of native stone in which are set two large
bronze tablets dedjcating the spot and giving the
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names of the officers and men u"lf"'i‘:f‘:i in the con
flict. The monument is surmounted by a life s
figure in bronze representing the infantry s
in uniform of the time; small monuments mark the

spot where Major Dade, Captain Frazier and Lieu

tenant Mudge fell. An posing arch marks the |a
entrance to the park. i1

Later, Osceola was arrested and taken a prisoner
fo St. Augustine. He could have made his escape T,
with the other prisoners from the dungeon at Fort 14
Marion, but he said: “T have done nothing to be ¢
.'1.<he1m(*u‘ of; it is for those Lo feel ashamed who en
trapped me.”

Osceola was luter sent to Fort Mou.t..e on Sullivan
Island, near Charleston, South
h"nfl“eri and f nnt:rn 1018, and ©
a0, 1888 at tha age of thirty-

To Fort Mouliric went George Catlin, tl & portrait
painter of Indians eager to add to his "’d“l]"' of
notables the Seminole Chiefs, before they
sent on their journey to Oklahoma.

Osceola arrayed himsalf
coutred fer war while the painti
painted him,"” wrote the artist, “in -uwu‘ﬂ.‘\ the cos
tume in which he stood for his picture, even to a  ab
string and a trinket. He wore three ostrich feathers de:
in his hair and on his head a turban made of a vari- Th
colored cotton shawl. His dr was chiefly calien Py
with & handsome or belt around his waist, and {at
is hand.” mo
3 his portrait was painted,
became jll with a putrid sore throat. The phy B
of Charleston held a consultation over him, but he her
refused their ministrations preferring the incanta. {at
tions of tl:e medicine man of his fribe. Th
him little .

A half hour before death, he called for his cos. vou

tumes of war, and donned them. At his reque T
officers of the post were summoned to se and
rayed for battle. Before their gaze AT

side of his face with vermilion—a
the fight. In oww:e ]w ‘I en
the onlookers
his bed and d
his right han-L I|c fo]dc:'] his arms acr
and without a struggle passed on.
Two of his wives were by his si
wails told the end had come.

o i:rzli.‘f.'.

A plaster cast of his face was taken shortly ©onl
after deuth. which is vreserved in Fort S ek
Auqustine, torether with a standing life A
of him with his wife and child mwf] B
roundiz in one of t ] dem
have pictured him in life. [ht."-[‘ were d¢ refu
Chauneey Depew. hey

At Fort Moultrie, where Osceola isa of h
stone pillar with the following inscription: e
Sa

of ne

OSCEOTLA

polis

PATRIOT AND WARRIOR

greafer renius

of Florida's

]’atncai—ﬂwrr The Seminole,



	Osceola_1.JPG
	Osceola_2.JPG

