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Upcoming Events 
 

August 1-2 Florida Small Farms and Alternative Enterprises Conference at the 

Osceola Heritage Park in Kissimmee 

August 13-14 Citrus Expo at the Lee County Civic Center in North Ft. Myers 

August 21 Citrus Packinghouse Day at the Indian River Research and Education 

Center in Ft. Pierce 

August 22 Florida Pomegranate Growers Association Meeting at McTeer Farms in 

Haines City 

September 9 Central Florida Peach Growers “Round Table” Meeting at the Citrus 

Research and Education Center in Lake Alfred 

October 7 Florida Blueberry Growers Association Fall Seminar at the Trinkle 

Center in Plant City 

October 8 Certified Crop Advisor Seminar at the UF/IFAS Extension—Lake County  

Office in Tavares 

October 14-16 Sunbelt Ag Expo in Moultrie, GA 

October 23 CEU Day and Worker Protection Train the Trainer at the UF/IFAS 

Extension—Orange County Office in Orlando 

October 31 Farm Safety Day at the UF/IFAS Extension—Lake County Office in 

Tavares 

November 21 Citrus Growers Southwest Florida Field Trip 



wrclonts@yahoo.com 

www.flchma.com 

www.flchma.com 

Next CHMA Coordinated Spray is Planned 

              Post Bloom Fruit Drop is Back 
 

After little mention by growers for several years, post bloom 

fruit drop (PFD) has apparently reappeared.  It is possible that 
the higher than normal rainfall during bloom in areas, 

especially west central and central Florida were a factor in the 
severity of the disease this year.  Navel seemed to most 

affected, followed by Valencia and Hamlin.  Dr. Megan 
Dewdney is conducting a survey about PFD in which all growers are 

encourage to participate by clicking here: PFD Survey.  This will be 
extremely important in assessing the problem and attaining solutions. 

  

mailto:wrclonts@yahoo.com?subject=CHMA%20Coordinated%20Psyllid%20Spray
http://www.flchma.com
http://www.flchma.com
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_1zgL1WL2hqpnA3j


Citrus Expo is Just Around the Corner  

 
For additional information please visit:  

http://www.citrusexpo.net/index.html  

http://www.citrusexpo.net/index.html


Is there an “El Niño” in the Cards for This Winter? 

 
The latest forecast from on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) Website indicates that the National Weather Service 
(NWS) Climate Prediction Center is calling for a 70% probability for an El 

Niño climate phase being initiated during the remainder of the summer with 
an increased chance of 80% for the fall and early winter.  The proper 

terminology for this climatological phenomenon is El Niño Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO).  ENSO is climatological conditions in the continental US 

that tend to be closely correlated with elevated ocean temperatures in the 
equatorial region of the southern Pacific. 

 
The main climatological events affecting Florida and the southeastern 

United states during and ENSO are cooler temperatures and increased 
precipitation.  At this time the NWS Forecast for this particular ENSO cycle 

is calling for it to peak as a weak to moderate event during the late fall into 

early winter.  Those that remember the ENSO of early 1998, recall that 
precipitation was very heavy and temperatures were cool, with few freeze 

events.  The early 1998 ENSO was referred to as a record breaker, 
including a ranking as the wettest weather for the same period over a 103 

year time frame in the southeast.  A recap of that event is available at: 
http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/techrpts/tr9802/

tr9802.pdf 
  

At least at this time, we should not anticipate such extreme weather 
conditions but we can probably expect it to be wetter and cooler than 

normal.  What does this mean for fruit crop development in central Florida?  
We will have to see ENSO affects citrus flower bud induction.  Higher 

rainfall than normal during citrus bloom could also worsen the affects of 
post bloom fruit drop.  For blueberries and peaches, there could be some 

good and bad outcomes.  Some good aspects of ENSO are the probability of 

cooler weather during the dormant period to meet chill requirements and 
the lower probability of devastating freezes during the period.  Some 

potential bad effects related to ENSO conditions for these crops could be 
cooler than normal temperatures extending into the early spring and 

slowing crop development and the combination of cool temperatures and  
excessive rainfall affecting pollination.  The good news is that the forecast 

is indicating climatological conditions related to ENSO only lasting for a brief 
period into the new year.  Perhaps we will have the best of both worlds, 

with adequate chilling during ENSO and normal temperatures and rainfall as 
citrus, blueberry and peach crops enter the bloom. 

 
The best resource for staying up to date with climatological indices is the 

AgroClimate Website: http://agroclimate.org/  
  

http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/techrpts/tr9802/tr9802.pdf
http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/techrpts/tr9802/tr9802.pdf
http://agroclimate.org/


 

 

Florida Small Farms and Alternative Enterprises Conference: 
“Embracing Opportunities, Boosting Profits” 

www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/smallfarms 

https://www.facebook.com/FL.SFAEC 

http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/smallfarms
https://www.facebook.com/FL.SFAEC


 

Pomegranates After 4 Years 

Floridino’s, 29400 US Hwy 27, Lake Hamilton, FL  33851 

www.FPA2014fieldday.eventbrite.com 

(Continued) 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Floridino%27s+Italian+Kitchen/@28.034624,-81.636758,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88dd0cc3aaa488c7:0x9c02c438555d9b00
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pomegranates-after-4-years-tickets-12125508723


          flpomegranate@gmail.com 

mailto:flpomegranate@gmail.com?subject=FPA%20Field%20Day
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CHMA Map of the Month 
 

The map below is for the Northeast Polk CHMA through July 4.  This CHMA is just to the 

south but has groves with similar urban interface as our area and is apparently doing a 

good job of psyllid management.  In depth interpretation of these results can be obtained 

by logging in to the CHMA Sectional Mapping Program on the CHMA Website Main Page: 

http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/chmas/index.shtml 
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